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2 How to Create a Social Media Promotion Strategy

Social networking for graphic designers can be overwhelming.
Luckily, the friendly gang at MasterBundles has got your back as
always!

Let's start with an overview of what you need to do in order to be
recognized as a graphic designer on social media. You need a
well-constructed strategy that will allow you to share your design
work and stay productive at the same time. We have a great
article here that goes deep into how to promote yourself.

1. Choose goals that align with your design business. What
service do you provide as a graphic designer? Choose a niche
and create content about the product you sell. Being all over
the place and sending conflicting messages will hurt you in
both the short and long run.

2. Research your audience. Who do you want to sell to? Who are
your current customers? Pick the most successful jobs and
analyze the clients, then start targeting similar profiles. If you
use ads, lookalike audiences on Facebook can give you great
leads.

3. Study the competition. Which graphic designers are working
INn your same space? What are they doing that is working? Take
inspiration from the best graphic design promotion from your
competitors. Any time you use a concept that is similar to a
competitor, give it a personal spin and make it yours. Nobody
likes a copycat.

4. Social Media audit, anyone? Chances are you are or have been
active on a social network. Revisit your posts and see what
engaged your followers and what didn't. That is a good starting
point to create new concepts. Sprout Social has a free audit
template that you can use, and a good tutorial about it.

https: /masterbundles.com :ﬂé @ @ Be


https://masterbundles.com/how-to-promote-your-products/
https://masterbundles.com/how-to-promote-your-products/
https://sproutsocial.com/insights/social-media-audit/
https://sproutsocial.com/insights/social-media-audit/
https://masterbundles.com/
https://www.facebook.com/masterbundles
https://www.pinterest.com/masterbundles/_created/
https://www.instagram.com/masterbundles/
https://dribbble.com/masterbundles
https://www.behance.net/masterbundles_best

How to Promote Your Designs on Social Media 3

5. Use only as many platforms as you can handle. Time is very
finite. You need to promote, but you also need to design. Start
with one or two profiles (the ones you think are most relevant
to your business), then expand if you have the time and
resources. It's better to have one well-kept and engaging
profile than six boring ones. Make sure you know each platform
like the back of your hand, so you are not overwhelmed.

6. Watch the big boys. Follow graphic designers that are doing it
right, but only if you like them. Inspiration is everything for a
designer. Keep track of the work of others even if they operate
in different sectors. You never know when your brain will make
a connection that will generate a brilliant idea.

7. Set goals and plan. A social network campaign is called that
because it needs an objective. Think about what you want your
audience to see and understand. Once you have done that,
design concepts that will help you reach your goals. Lastly,
place those concepts in a calendar and stick to it. Consistency
IS way more important than quantity. Hootsuite has a great
post on how to create a calendar for your posts,

8. Engagement is key. If you want to know how to promote
yourself on social networks, compelling content is your answetr.
Every platform has different kinds of posts; you have to know
each of them and exploit them. This is how it works: when you
have developed your concepts, research all the post types
available in your platform (e.g., on Instagram you have pictures,
videos, reels, stories, etc.) and figure out how to fit that concept
in each post type, then distribute them in your calendar.
Repetition is the essence of memory, the more you repeat a
message, the more people will remember it. If you need post
ideas, this article will give you plenty of food for thought.
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8. Be data-centered. We understand that data may be a bit
boring to you. Nonetheless, it's the best way to lead successful
campaigns and save time. Most platforms offer powerful
dashboards to analyze your profile, from engagement to clicks.
Master these tools, as they will save you a ton of time in the
future! Also, analytics and insights will allow you to optimize
your existing content instead of starting from scratch! If you are
still unsure, we found Instagram, Facebook, and Twitter guides
for you.

Well done for getting this far without running away screaming!
You should have the gist of how to create a well-planned,
compelling campaign. Let's move on to specifics.

ﬁ How to Use Facebook to Promote Designs

If you run a design business, having a Facebook page makes a ton
of sense. Facebook Groups have largely substituted forums and
communities, not to mention that Facebook Ads are the least
expensive and often best way to create relevant paid leads (more
on this later). The eternal question is the following: how on Earth
do | increase my followers and my reach? Let's cover a few of the
things you should absolutely consider.

7 Post only relevant content. This is basic marketing (something

you must muster if you want to be a successful designer): you

have a business, hence post things that relate to it. It doesn't have

to be strictly about your product, but it must point back to it. Each

and every time. Stop reading for a second and let this concept sink
in.

Repetition is the key to good promotion and you achieve this by
always posting content that is connected to what you do. Now
add value to the mix; your followers should get something from
your content, even if they don't convert into a buyer.
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In other words, creating valuable content makes your followers
trust you, so next time they need your service they'll think of you
first. Pretty neat trick, huh?

/A Be consistent. You don't have to post every day, but you
shouldn’t post sporadically either. Figure out a schedule that
works for you and stick to it. Consistency and quality are more
important than quantity. Chloe Smith explains why consistency
must be a pivotal part of your plan in this brilliant article.

Leverage your network. Put together an email list of people
you know that you think might be interested and pop them an
informal message telling them that you are in business and you
would like them to follow you. Ask them to share the email with
friends that might be interested. Remember, word of mouth is a
powerful weapon, which brings us to the next point...

B Fhgage, engage, engage. Don't just post, or reply to comments
and messages. Talk to your followers like you talk to your friends.
Try not to be ‘selly, but helpful. Also, don't engage only on your
page.Join Facebook Groups relevant to your design area, reply to
qguestions, and be part of the conversation. At the end of the day,
you are an expert in your field. If you can build a rep on a
Facebook Group, followers will come a-flocking.

Beware of the other face of the coin,, Ifif you are spammy,
inaccurate, or not helpful, it will hurt your credibility. This Social
Media Examiner article teaches you all about Facebook Groups
interactions and how to benefit from them.

® Use Facebook Ads. This is often a thorn in one’s side, but the
truth is simple: if it's done the right way, it works like crazy.

First of all, you must set a budget. This article will help you choose
the best budget for you. Second, you need really good assets.
There are a bunch of Facebook Ads types (find them all here), but
here is a good way to get going.
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- Design a static image concept. It needs to be catchy, have your
logo/brand, and communicate exactly what it is that you offer.
Make it square, as most people will see it on mobile

- From the static create a carousel. A carousel is a series of
images that can either display multiple images of products or
tell a story about your brand. We love the second approach: use
the different images to tell the viewer why your service is the
best and how they will benefit from it.

- Use the carousel as a storyboard to design a video. Videos
convert way better than static images!

Facebook Ads are a complicated and fascinating subject that is
difficult to cover in a few words. We recommend the following
resources to learn how to master them:

- Facebook's own resource center. Sometimes it's a bit difficult to
navigate, but it really has everything you need to know.

- Andew Ethan Zeng's video is a 30-minute tutorial that will
really expose the world of Facebook Ads and how to create
successful ones.

- If you would rather read, this tutorial is pretty cool.

Now that Facebook is pretty much covered, let's talk about
the bird!

0 How Designers Can Benefit from Twitter

Sometimes Twitter can be a bit forgotten as a tool for graphic
promotion, but you can use it a bit like all the other social
networks to grow your brand and establish trust in you as a
graphic designer.

# Start by following relevant hashtags. Yeah, yeah... hashtags are
still a big thing on Twitter. Follow as many as you can find that
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match your business, this will help you engage with relevant
tweets. Again, reply only if you have something helpful to say. You
are trying to build a brand here, not destroy your reputation.

A Tweet consistently. Consistency is also key here, so set up a
content calendar and stick to it. It's better to have three tweets a
week than have six in a day and then a void of silence.

 Join communities. A bit like Facebook and Linkedin Groups,
Communities are a place for like-minded people to meet on
Twitter and share their views. Your tweets will be visible and
shareable by everyone, but only members of the community will
be able to reply. Community tweets are distributed to the
members, so they have more visibility and you know that the
audience will be more engaged. It's a double-edged knife though:
you need to make those tweets interesting, you don't want to
shoot yourself in the foot. This is a good guide about Twitter
Communities.

# Which hashtags to use. Learning how to market your graphic
design business involves also choosing the right hashtags.
Unfortunately, hashtags are mutable and it's difficult to pin point
the right ones. Tools like this can tell you what's trending on
specific social networks. Try to use a mix of high-rating hashtags
and specific ones. High rating hashtags give you more visibility,
whereas specific ones will produce more engagement. There is
one rule: use only hashtags that are relevant to the post.

Besides Facebook and Twitter, Pinterest is a great tool for
designers. We have two awesome tutorials about how to
maximize your gains from Pinterest here and here. Go check them
out!
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r@) Is Instagram Good Enough to Promote
Designs there?

Instagram is a bit crowded these days; nonetheless, it is a good
place to promote your designs. Also, don't forget that it benefits
from Facebook Ads.

2 Post relevant content that is valuable. Bored yet? We are sorry,
but this is the single most important thing when it comes to social
networks. On your graphic design business page you should post
only content that leads back to what you offer. Make sure each
post gives the viewer something (a tip, a piece of knowledge, or
even just a laugh).

M Use both feed posts and Stories. Post a good mix of static
images, carousels, and videos. Make each post look professional
and also make sure that your whole feed looks professional at first
glance (e.g., if each of your posts contains your brand'’s colors, your
feed will look cohesive and awesome). Don't forget about Stories!
They are a great way to engage users. You could offer mini-
tutorials about graphic design and give them even more value!
When you have enough stories about a topic, collect them in
Highlights, so they are available to everyone who drops by your
profile.

1 Be friendly, not pushy. Reply to comments and engage with
other profiles that share your sector. Remember that the key is to
be helpful, not to push your product in the short time. CTAs are
good for sponsored posts and ads, but try not to sound like a used
cars salesman in your day-to-day activity!

& Video is king. A Cisco study predicted that by 2021 80% of
internet content would be videos. We don’t know whether we are
there yet, but we do know that video engages more than any
other medium.

https: /masterbundles.com :ﬂé @ @ Be


https://tubularlabs.com/blog/video-2021/
https://masterbundles.com/
https://www.facebook.com/masterbundles
https://www.pinterest.com/masterbundles/_created/
https://www.instagram.com/masterbundles/
https://dribbble.com/masterbundles
https://www.behance.net/masterbundles_best

How to Promote Your Designs on Social Media 9

Designers can take advantage of this by creating tutorials,
presenting themselves, showing their workflow to build trust,
sharing tips and tricks to engage their audience, or creating a
portfolio. They sky'ssky is the limit here, so go nuts!

& Repurpose popular Memes. This is a cool one that you don't
see very often in guides. Big brands are doing it and it works. Take
a viral meme and change the text to fit your product or service.
Don't go overkill (for a graphic designer it is good fun to create
memes...). Here is a guide from GitHub. This is a brilliant example
by a travel agency:

diamondexpresstravels - Follow
Orlando, Florida

diamondexpresstravels It's # MemeMondays!!

BOOkl ng a A little Monday morning motivation..
Vacation on Planning a trip? Don't fret! We got you covered at
@diamondexpresstravels! Save yourself the time, money and
you r own hassle and use a travel agent.

We take the complexities out of travel.. Plan your next trip with
confidence!

#drakecaptions #drakememes #travelmemes #mememonday
#Orlando #Tampa #Miami #Jacksonville #Pensacola
#CocoaBeach #travel #travelhacks #DiamondExpressTravels
#vacation #explore #travelvibes #traveltips #tlpicks #getaway

#traveladventures #luxurytravel #visitOrlando #explorepage
#travelagentmemes #travelagent #traveladvisor
#useatravelagent #travelagents #travelagentslife

Edited - 22w

Using a
travel a ent MAAN  kicha_247 Y'all do cabin trips sis? -
g Qv |
26 likes
Donid Epossr Jramsly @ Add a comment...

Follow the example of the great ones. Follow the people who's
profiles strike you as amazing and try to understand what they are
doing that's catching your attention, then reverse-engineer it and
make it yours. We collected a few examples of our favorite
Instagram profiles for your benefit:

Steve Harrington's profile is a great example of how sticking to
a color palette can make your profile unskippable.
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- Melsy's lllustrations also sticks to one style, but some posts are
pure illustration and others are more product-oriented.

- Neil A. Stevens is the graphic design example of “if it ain't
broken, don't fix it.” Super consistent feed and awesome to look
at. Notice he has only two highlights at the top of his profile
that lead you straight to his product.

- David Shwen is the creative director for Pepsi. Keep an eye on
his profile to get some inspiration; the guy is a genius.

- Erika Marinovich is a typography expert. Her Insta feed is
packed full of great design ideas, and not only for fonts!

&) The Bottom Line

Which platform is better? The answer is: any platform you know
how to use, and have the time to maintain consistently. If you can
use all three... great! If you don't feel confident, start out with the
one you know and like the best. You can always add more profiles
in the future.

Want to go even deeper? This article will do great!
7 FAQ
How do | advertise my graphic design business on Facebook?

A Facebook business page is a must. Post consistently and share
relevant content that gives your followers value. Also, be active in
Groups, without being spammy.

Is Twitter good for designers?

It is! Just like any other platform, you need to be consistent,
engage with followers and Communities, and be as helpful as
possible. It will pay off in the long run!

How do graphic designers grow on Twitter?

You need to position yourself as an expert in your field. Make sure
all content you share and interact with is relevant to what you do.
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It might take time, but followers will come as they see that you
are awesome at what you do.

What should graphic designers post on Instagram?

Easy! Things that are relevant to the service they offer. Find a niche
and produce content that is relevant to that niche. Also, use stories
to share tips, tricks, and your workflow. This will show how
knowledgeable and professional you are.
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Save time and make your social networks
attractive and effective with templates
from [MB] MasterBundles

Check out 170+ templates for creating splendid posts for
Instagram, Facebook, and Pinterest!

Templates for bloggers, restaurant owners, techies, sport-addicted,
as well as universal customizable templates for everyone are
available starting at $2!

Get your bundle!
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Quickly and without waste. Our bundles will
help them in this, as well as discounts and
useful blog articles.

MasterBundles: https: / masterbundles.com

About: https:/masterbundles.com/about

G (2 (3

Presentations Bundles:
https://masterbundles.com/downloads/category/active/presen

tations/

Blog: https://masterbundles.com/blog

K &

Contact Us: https:/masterbundles.com/contact-us
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